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F1B DMEE Course Outline

Reading Sansom’s Japan: A Short Cultural History and other papers on major themes of the history of Japanese culture,

the student will learn an outline of the historical developme

nt of Japanese culture as well as its salient characteristics.

Comparing Japanese culture with the student’s native culture, he/she is expected to acquire a fresh perspective and

better understranding of both native and foreign cultures.

2BENZ Contents of Course

Z|;ZEH4E Objectives of Course

Learning history of Japan in outline

Learning Japan's cultural development against
historical background
Major themes of Japanese culture and history

Oriental vs. Occidental: Grounds of difference

e OO

“Man can live only culturally”: What does that mean?

Learn major cultural periods and their achievements

your of: West & East:
Self-consciousness of the West: When, how, and
why did it begin?

Understanding peculiar developments of Jap. culture

®
@ Have own view

®
@ Have your own view of: Japan meets modern West:
What was the challenge?

(® Have your own view of: Traditional Japan and

its modern fate
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EEC/N 25 Don’t be a passive listener. Think and build your own view of the issues discussed in
A the class.
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AR RE TS L7 From your experience and past learning, find your own approach to the themes and try to
N develop your view by further research and reading.
S R
BlE
FE N Organize your line of thinking on the theme, and present it to the class.
(LI ) [isten to what other students think, and think about the differences in interpretation &
opinion.
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JIRE ke Come to the class having the required readings done.
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TXANRUBENH Textbooks & Reference Books

George Sansom Japan: A short Cultural History

fthFl B EDREE, EHEEDREAE Related courses

Modern Japanese Society, Themes in Contemporary Japan

& FDBIE Advice for the course

4 LD JL—IU Requests to students

Pursue your own themes of interest in history, culture,
art, society, etc. Read a lot, think a lot, see a lot, and
discuss a lot. History courses are not for memorizing
past incidents. They are for acquiring perspectives into
the age, culture, society, and the world you are living in.

This
is a readings—seminar class where discussion is carried out

Come to the class having assigned readings done.

on the understanding of the assigned readings.
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D | v | @ Demonstrating a general understanding of the theme.
® | v | @ Demonstrating a deeper understanding of the theme as a result of further
LiR—Fh 50 @ v research and reading.( ability to find issues, ability of continuous effort,
Term paper @ positive attitude to pursue one’s own goal or carry our one’s own plan)
® @ Demonstrating student’s own thinking of the theme, supported by
evidence (expressing one’s own ideas)
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@D | v | ® Attendance (self~discipline)
N " ® | v | @ Class Participation (abilities of listening and expressing)
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(S REE) 50 erformance in  assigne works ability to fin Issues,
TSR @ positive—mindedness based on past exercise of the abilities mentioned above)
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ZZEL ~)L A () DEHE Requirements for A Grade

BZEL )L B(B) OE#E Requirements for B Grade

(@D Understanding major cultural periods and their
achievements

@ Having your own view about: West & FEast:
Self-consciousness of the West: When, how, and why
did it begin?

® Understanding peculiar developments of Jap. culture

@ Having your own view of: Japan meets modern West:
What was the challenge?

(® Having your own view of: Traditional Japan and

its modern fate

@O Understanding major cultural periods and their
achievements
@ Understanding peculiar developments of Jap.
culture
(3@ Understanding cultural changes of modern
Japan
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Finding
. . Understanding of the 19%| . i
18 |Concept of Asia: Ideas of Lecture & . & Assigned issues
. . century idea of world ) 180 .
/  |Hegel, Marx, Weber, etc. discussion . readings Expressing
history A
ideas
. Understandin uli . o
218 L Lecture & ersta & {)ec ar Assigned Finding
Neolithic culture of Japan . . nature of Japan s : 1801,
/ discussion L readings issues
Neolithic culture
Understanding the
. |Chin influ th i rt f metallurgy, . Lo
31 e.s.e enee OI? .e Lecture & ano an'cef) metasirey Assigned Finding
transition from Neolithic to . . rice cultivation, and new : 180 |.
/ . discussion readings issues
Ancient culture pottery brought from
China
Findi
Chi il lici Understanding how . IL e
. nese influence: religion, . . ssues
438 |. rene Lecture & Buddhism and Assigned T
ideology, art, architecture, and| . . L. . 180 [Listening to
/ . discussion Confucianism effected readings R
writing system . . others
drastic changes in Japan .
ideas
Understanding the Finding
518 [National-style culture of Heian|Lecture & background and IAssigned 180 issues &
/ |Period discussion characteristics of readings presenting
National-style culture them
Understanding how th
. |Kamakura Government of the nderstan mg o Hhe . .
6 | .. Lecture & rule of the military class |Assigned Finding
military class and new . . . ) 180 |
/ . discussion and new Buddhism readings issues
movements of Buddhism
changed culture
. . . . Findi
... [Muromachi Period and Understanding the major . . Hans
71 . Lecture & . . . Assigned issues:
establishment of Japanese . . traits of this aesthetic . 180 .
/ . discussion readings presenting
aesthetic standard standard i
ideas
Understanding a new
w M ma Culture and trend in culture due t .
S omo,ya a4 © fd Lecture & ¢ . N ¢ . .e © IAssigned o
Japan's encounter with the . . the rise of new military : 180 [Finding issues
/ discussion readings
West lords and Western
influence
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. . Understanding Japan’s . 180
91 [Bourgeois development of Lecture & g Jap Assigned Finding
. . early development of ) I )
/|culture: Genroku Culture discussion . readings issues:
bourgeois culture
R Understanding why art .
10 ## |Cultural developments of Lecture & & why Assigned Finding
. . . and thought took a ) 180 | )
/ |Tokugawa Period discussion . readings issues:
peculiar turn
. . Understanding Japan’s .
1118 Meiji Restoration and the Lecture & . g Jap Assigned Finding
.. . . Westernization and the . 180 |
/ |Westernization of Japan discussion . readings issues:
fate of tradition
Assigned
. e Trying to form student’s ) oL
12 j#|ls Western Civilization Lecture & Y g readings: Finding
. L. . . . own view of modern R 180 |
/  |universal? Conflicting views  |discussion o students’ own issues
civilization
research
Understanding the
. transformation of Japan . .
13 1A : " Lecture & . ... |Assigned Finding
Japan in the 20" century . . as a modern, imperialist . 180 |
/ discussion . readings issues
state: troubled national
identity
. Visit the center of . Finding
. Experience, , . [Learning A
14 34| . . . Japan's traditional issues:
Field trip to Kyoto and Nara |observation, through 180 .
/ o culture & form your own . flexible
thinking . experience .
view of Japanese culture thinking
. . . Organize Presentation
..|Sharing what the students Having a coherent view & . .
15 1 . , coherently Listening to
have learnt about Japanese Free talking of Japan’s cultural . 180 ,
/ points of other’s
culture development .
argument ideas
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