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This course deals with the historical transformation of Japanese society since her encounter with the West, which
eventually moved feudal Japan to the establishment of modern state and societry. Due to the internal as well as external
factors of the time, the modern transformation of Japan has run a peculiar course of development; though under a strong
influence of the West, modern Japan has never been like modern Europe. We’'ll look into differences and try to
understand why.0

EA{EAZ Course Outline FI5E B4E Course Objectives

@ Historical outline of Japan’s modern transformation |1 Obtain a general idea of Japan’s modern history
@ What does modernity means politically, economically,|@ Learn the basic concept of “Modernity”
socially, and culturally? (3 Find social differences between Japan and the West,
(® Differences between Japan’s modernity and Europe’s and look into why
@ Some aspects of contemporary Japanese society (@ Find peculiar phenomena of contemporary Japan and
think why
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EU/NiH Don’t be a passive listener. Think and build your view of the issues discussed in the
BT s class
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g EITH Do your own research

AR RE TS L7 From your experience and past learning, find your own approach to the themes and try to

§ develop your view by further research and reading.
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RS 7 Organize your line of thinking on the theme, and present it to the class.

LR Listen to what other students think, and think about the differences in interpretation &

opinion.
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R Come to the class having the required readings done.
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TXANRUVSEIHR Textbooks & Reference Books

Textbook:Readings materials will be given to students..
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Recommended Subjects:Cultural History of Japan, Topics in Contemporary Japan

&+ OB)E Advice on the course SEE&E LD )L—)L Requirements of students

Pursue your own themes of interest about society. Read/Come to the class having assigned readings done. This is
a lot, think a lot, see a lot, and discuss a lot. Socialja readings—seminar course where discussion is carried out
sciences memorizing prevailinglon his/her understanding of the assigned readings.
interpretations and theories. They are meant for
acquiring perspectives into the age, culture, society, and
the world you are living in.

are not meant for
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D | v | @ Demonstrating a general understanding of the theme.
® | v | @ Demonstrating a deeper understanding of the theme as a result of the
LAR—h 50 @ v student’s further research and reading.
@ 3 Demonstrating student’s own thinking of the theme, supported by
evidence
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@D | v | © Attendance (sel~discipline)
A ® | v | @ Class Participation (abilities of listening and expressing,)
s N . . o ,
CEEIER) 50 @ v ® Performance in assigned works (ability to find issues,
TR @ positive-mindedness based on past exercise of the abilities mentioned above)
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BEL~L A () DE:HE Grade—A standards

FEL X)L B(R) DE#E Grade-B standards

(D Understanding Japan’s modern history and its major | @

themes

@ Having your own view about modern West and its | @

differences from traditional Asia

(@Understanding peculiar developments of Jap. society ©)
@®Having your own interpretation of contemporary Japan’s
phenomena which you find strange or different from your

own society

Understanding Japan’s modern history and its
major themes

Understanding differences between modern West
and traditional Asia

Understanding peculiar developments of Jap.
society
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. |Introduction to the course: Discussion Understanding basic Homework: .
13 . . . . . Presenting
general discussion on society |Sharing views & concepts related to research on |[180 , .
/ . . . . . one's ideas
both Japanese & Canadian experiences society a given topic
... IModern transformation of Lecture Understanding what Homework: . .
21 . .. . . . Listening &
society: decisive changes in  |Discussion changes separate modern research on |180 D
/ L . . ) i communication
transition Sharing views society from pre—modern [a given topic
. Lecture . . Homework:
31 |ldeas of modern era: Hegel, . . Understanding major . .
Discussion research on |180 [Listening
/ Marx, Weber, . . theses on modern era . .
Sharing views a given topic
Homework:
43 |Interlude: watching Chaplin’s . . Understanding Chaplin’s lenumerate Organizing
L o, Movie watching o . . 180 )
/ |"Modern Times criticism of modern times |Chaplin’s one s thought
points
Homework:
summing up .
. . . . . .. . , Presentation &
51 |Presenting educated view and |Presentation and |Having an objective view one’s own . .
. . . . . 180 [listening to
/ lanalysis of modern era discussion of modern society idea of ;.
others’ views
modern
society
. |Westernization of Japan: Lecture Understanding changes .
618 . . . Reading . .
modern=Western vs. Discussion that occurred in Japan . 180 [Listening
/ . . ) ) . . . materials
traditional in Japan's case Sharing views since Meiji Restoration
. . . Lecture Understanding criticism . . .
73 |Criticisms of Westernizing . . . g' Reading Listening &
. Discussion of Westernization by . 180 D
/ |Japan by Japanese intellectuals . . . materials communication|
Sharing views major Japanese figures
. |Imperialist Japan and societ Lecture . . . .
81 p. Jap . . Y . . Understanding why Reading 180 [Listening &
during the war—time: revival of [Discussion . . . ..
/ traditional values revived materials communication

traditional values

Sharing views
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.. |Post—war Japan: peace/ Lecture Understanding America’s . . .
938 |. . . . Reading Listening &
liberty/democracy and Discussion influence on post—war . 180 L.
/ ) . . materials communication
economic development Sharing views Japan
. ["Miraculous Economic Lecture Understanding Japan’s
10 1# ” L . . ” , Readin Listening &
- Growth” and its impact on Discussion take—off” to a new, 'g 180 g .
/ . ) . . ) materials communication
Japanese society Sharing views non—traditional nation
. . ” . Lecture . , . .
1134 |Changing values: “Economic . . Having one’s own learned|[nternet Listening &
L, Discussion . . 180 .
/ |Animal . . view & judgement research communication
Sharing views
.. |Changing family: nuclear Lecture . , . . .
12 18 . sing Y . . . Having one’s own learned[Essay: family| Listening &
family, my—home—ism, Discussion . . . 180 ..
/o, ” . . view & judgement in Canada communication
company man_ etc. Sharing views
13 i |Contemporary Japanese Free talk & Having one’s own learned Research &
. . ) . . Research 180 .
/ |society(1): discussion view & judgement presentation
14 i |Contemporary Japanese Free talk & Having one’s own learned Research &
. . . . . Research 180 .
/ somety(Z): discussion view & judgement presentation
. Lecture, Understanding major ..
15 1 Organizing
Summary of the course free talk & themes of Japanese Term paper [180 , .
/ . . . one s idea
discussion society
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